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On April 27, 2015, the Appropriations Committee of the Connecticut General Assembly released its biennial budget proposal that included education funding for fiscal year 2016 and
2017 (FY16 and FY17). The proposal shows the Committee’s commitment to improving education by providing additional funding for early childhood education programs and
maintaining funding for other critical improvement efforts. However, the Committee’s proposed budget blocks children’s access to new high-quality schools and falls short of the bold
1
changes needed to improve outcomes and opportunities for the nearly 40,000 children currently attending chronically low-performing schools. It eliminates funding for two already
approved charter schools, significantly reduces funding for educator evaluation and support, and fails to address the larger problem of fixing our broken school finance system. In
comparison to Governor Malloy’s budget proposal, the Appropriations Committee budget would:
Reduce funding:
●

●
●
●

Charter Schools: The proposal maintains funding to enable existing state charter schools to add grade levels as scheduled. Hundreds of students would have been
displaced had the committee not made this a priority. However, the Appropriations Committee budget cuts funding for the two already approved new public charter
schools in Bridgeport and Stamford that were included in the Governor’s budget proposal. This proposal would deny access for hundreds of students who hope to attend
these schools. The budget does not include a per-pupil funding increase for charter school students, leaving per-pupil funding for charter schools flat and lower than
most traditional schools (at $11,000 per student).
School Choice Programs: Proposed funding for magnet schools decreased slightly from the Governor’s proposal, but the overall proposed FY16 funding level still
represents an increase of $33.5 million above FY15 funding. FY16 proposed funding for Open Choice would decrease by 3.6% and fall nearly 2% below FY15 funding
levels.
Talent Development: The Committee proposes a reduction of more than 26% from the Governor’s FY16 proposed funding levels for Talent Development funds that
support implementation of the state’s teacher and principal evaluation program.
Standards and Accountability: The Committee budget proposal zeroes out the School Accountability line item. These funds would be used to support the development
of a much-needed improved system of accountability and support to schools.

Increase funding:
●

●

Education Cost Sharing (ECS) Grant and Priority School District programs: The Governor’s budget proposes flat funding levels for districts through the Education
Equalization Grants line item based on amounts they previously received for ECS and the Alliance District program for the 30 lowest-performing districts. The
Appropriations Committee’s budget proposes ECS funding increases of $3.7 million in FY16 and $10.6 million FY17 for underfunded towns. The Committee proposes
restoring more than $4 million each year to the Priority School District program that was eliminated in the Governor’s budget proposal.
Early Childhood Education: The Committee proposes an increase in School Readiness funding by about $4.2 million for FY16, an increase of nearly 5% more than the
Governor's proposed $3.4 million increase. The Committee also proposes a 5.5% increase in the Early Childhood Program and a 10.4% increase in Head Start funding
compared to the Governor’s proposed funding for FY16.

Maintain level funding: The Appropriations Committee proposes no funding changes to the Governor’s proposed funding for the Commissioner’s Network, implementation of the
Common Core State Standards, Sheff Settlement, and local charter schools (i.e. New or Replicated Schools).

1

ConnCAN. A Crisis We Can Solve: Connecticut’s Failing Schools and Their Impact. Nov. 2014. http://www.conncan.org/media-room/2014-11-connecticut-education-in-crisis-40000-children-trapp

Proposed Education Budget Summary for FY16 and FY17 - April 27, 2015
Notes:
1. Based on FY15 revised budget and latest rescissions
(See OFA Analysis of Rescissions, Jan. 22, 2015).
2. As of FY13, the Charter Schools line item was
consolidated into the Education Equalization Grants line.
This line includes funding for Education Cost Sharing (ECS)
grants, state charter schools, and funding to phase in fullday kindergarten.
3. Includes School Readiness Quality Enhancement and
School Readiness.
4. Includes Head Start Services, Head Start Enhancement,
Head Start - Early Childhood Link, and Early Head StartChild Care Partnership.
5. Reflects funding for local charter schools.
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