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no Child Left Behind (NCLB) is a federal law passed in 
2002 that aims to close the achievement gaps between 

low-income and higher-income students and students of color and 
their white peers. NCLB combines increases in federal support 
for public schools with greater accountability for results. It in-
troduced new requirements that schools must meet in terms of 
student achievement, teacher quality, and parental choice. 

Because of these new requirements and the higher expecta-
tions they set, NCLB has become the 900-pound gorilla sitting 
in every public school classroom. After five years of operation, 
many teachers and administrators are frustrated with these re-
quirements, and the public has primarily heard criticism of NCLB 
without learning about the advantages. 

For example, while the tests required by NCLB take time and 
effort, they also provide an important tool for parents to help 
monitor what is happening, or not happening, in their children’s 
schools. NCLB also provides parents and students:

•  Free tutorINg ServICeS;

•  tHe rIgHt to traNSFer to a HIgHer-perForMINg SCHooL 

IN tHe dIStrICt; aNd

•  a voICe IN SCHooL IMproveMeNt pLaNS.

This guidebook is designed to empower parents to take control 
of their children’s educational opportunities and to work to close 
Connecticut’s over-sized achievement gap. Overall, this guide-
book embraces two primary goals:

1. to INForM pareNtS aBout tHeIr rIgHtS uNder NCLB.

2. to SHow pareNtS How to uSe tHe tooLS aNd reSourCeS 

avaILaBLe uNder NCLB to BeCoMe eFFeCtIve advoCateS For 

tHeIr CHILdreN. 

As you read through this guidebook, you will find educational 
terms highlighted in bold. Please refer to page 37, “Common 
Terms Every Parent Should Know,” for definitions of these terms.

We hope that Connecticut parents, together with their communi-
ties, will use this guidebook over the course of their children’s ed-
ucation to develop the know-how to achieve significant changes 
in their schools and their children’s futures!

 Introduction 



 Collaborating Organizations

A statewide, non-partisan non-profit organization that 

addresses Connecticut social problems by deploying 

volunteer lawyers to achieve large-scale change through 

legal and legislative advocacy, negotiation, education and 

other initiatives. using the results of its six-state research 

report, Improving Parental Involvement in the wake of No 

Child Left Behind, Connecticut Appleseed works with other 

organizations to emphasize the importance of parental 

involvement and to educate parents on their rights and roles 

in strengthening schools.

25 dudley road 

wilton, Connecticut 06897  

203.210.5356

www.ctappleseed.org 

 Connecticut  

Appleseed
A statewide outreach, education, and research non-profit 

organization with an active member network of parents, 

teachers, students, and business and community leaders. 

ConnCAN’s mission is to close Connecticut’s academic 

achievement gap by raising awareness of the problem, 

building consensus on reform initiatives, and empowering 

parents to make informed choices regarding their child’s 

education. 

429 Capitol ave, 2nd Floor 

Hartford, Connecticut 06106  

860.727.9977

85 willow Street 

New Haven, Connecticut 06511 

203.772.4017

www.conncan.org 

 Connecticut  
Coalition for Achievement  

Now (ConnCAN)

the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 

People, the nation’s oldest civil rights organization, works to 

ensure the political, educational, social and economic equality 

of rights of all persons and to eliminate racial hatred and 

racial discrimination.

32 grand Street 

Hartford, Connecticut 06106 

860.727.9962

www.naacpct.org

 Connecticut 
State Conference 
of NAACP Branches

the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil rights under Law is a 

nonpartisan, nonprofit organization established in 1963 

at the request of President John f. Kennedy to involve the 

private bar in providing legal services to address racial 

discrimination and to secure equal justice under law. 

the Lawyers’ Committee’s Education Project vigorously 

advocates for equal educational opportunities for minority 

and poor youth within the nation’s public schools through 

legal and legislative advocacy and community education.

1401 New York avenue, Nw, Suite 400 

washington, dC 20005 

202.662.8600

www.lawyerscommittee.org 

 Lawyers’ Committee for  

Civil rights 
under Law

http://www.ctappleseed.org/
http://www.conncan.org/
http://www.naacpct.org
http://www.lawyerscommittee.org
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What is the Achievement Gap?

A nationwide phenomenon where lower-income, African-Amer-
ican and Hispanic students as a group do worse academically 
and score lower on standardized tests than other students. The 
achievement gap is often the result of:

1. Lower quaLItY teaCHINg aNd CurrICuLa, 

2. Lower StaNdardS aNd expeCtatIoNS oF aCHIeveMeNt, aNd

3. LeSS aCCeSS to HIgH-quaLItY LearNINg aCtIvItIeS.

Connecticut has the Nation’s Largest 
Achievement Gap

There is a big difference in the quality of public education Con-
necticut students receive based on their residence, their parents’ 
incomes, and the color of their skin. 

In the fourth grade, for example, the difference in academic 
achievement between poor and non-poor students in Connecti-
cut is 3.0 grade levels (the worst in the nation). This gap grows to 
3.3 grade levels by the eighth grade, meaning that as a whole, low-
income eighth graders in Connecticut generally have the same 
reading and math skills of non-poor students halfway through the 
fourth grade. 

The gap is even larger along racial lines, with 8th grade african 
american students performing math on the level of a white 

student halfway through the third grade, putting them nearly 
five years behind! The gap between Connecticut’s Latino and 
white students on the eighth grade math test is slightly smaller 
(3.9 grade levels), but still large enough to make it the worst in 
the nation. 

The largest gap of all is between Connecticut’s poorer cities 
and wealthy suburbs. In 2006, 79% of the high school students 
in our wealthiest suburbs reached the state goal in math, com-
pared to only 12% in New Haven, Bridgeport, Hartford, and Wa-
terbury.

remember, KNowLedge is power. the more informa-
tion parents have about student performance in school, the 
better they can advocate for their children.

1: Achievement Gap

reality of Achievement Gap  
Your Child May Be:

•  HeLd BaCK IN SCHooL;

•  deNIed CrItICaL readINg, wrItINg aNd 
MatH SKILLS; aNd

•  deNIed a HIgH SCHooL dIpLoMa. 

the result: No Higher 
Education, No Career 
Opportunities, Less Income
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Step up aNd Let SCHooL adMINIStratorS 
aNd tHe State KNow that these kinds of 
achievement gaps in Connecticut public schools 
are uNaCCeptaBLe. 

worK wItH SCHooLS to Support reForMS 
aNd worK wItH StudeNtS to help them 
improve their learning.

MoNItor tHe progreSS oF Your CHILd’S 
eduCatIoN and hold schools accountable for 
results.

uSe NCLB to your advantage.

what Can Connecticut 
Parents do About the 
Achievement Gap?
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How Does It Work? 

•  StateS MuSt deveLop HIgH-quaLItY aNd rIgorouS 

CurrICuLa For aLL StudeNtS.

•  StateS MuSt teSt StudeNtS to eNSure tHeY Have LearNed 

SKILLS IN Core SuBjeCt areaS (MatH, SCIeNCe & readINg)

•  everY CLaSSrooM MuSt Have a highly qualified 
teacher.

•  SCHooLS MuSt provIde More CHoICeS aNd ServICeS to 

pareNtS. 

NCLB, Subgroups and 
the Achievement Gap 

•  NCLB data SHowS pareNtS tHe gap BetweeN subgroups, 

aNd teLLS pareNtS wHetHer or Not SCHooLS are 

SuCCeedINg IN CLoSINg tHe gapS. 

•  NCLB MoveS Low-INCoMe StudeNtS, StudeNtS oF CoLor, 

eNgLISH LaNguage LearNerS, aNd StudeNtS wItH 

dISaBILItIeS FroNt aNd CeNter aNd HoLdS SCHooLS 

aCCouNtaBLe For gettINg reSuLtS. 

•  SCHooLS, SCHooL dIStrICtS, aNd StateS CaN No LoNger 

uSe tHe SCoreS oF HIgH-perForMINg StudeNtS to 

Cover up tHeIr FaILure to Meet tHe NeedS oF Lower-

perForMINg StudeNtS. 

Adequate Yearly Progress

Each state sets its own levels of student improvement in order to 
meet the goals of NCLB. These levels are known as adequate 
Yearly progress or “AYP.” AYP in Connecticut means: 

•  95% oF StudeNtS IN a SuBgroup MuSt taKe State 

aSSeSSMeNt teStS.

•  eaCH SuBgroup IN a SCHooL MuSt Meet a StaNdard or 

SHow progreSS uNder aN addItIoNaL IteM, SuCH aS 

wrItINg or graduatIoN rate.

•  a CertaIN perCeNtage oF StudeNtS IN eaCH SuBgroup 

MuSt paSS tHe State teStS IN eaCH oF tHe SuBjeCtS aNd 

gradeS teSted wItH tHe goaL oF 100% oF StudeNtS IN 

eaCH SuBgroup paSSINg tHeSe teStS BY 2014. 

Annual Report Cards—Connecticut 
Department of Education 

Schools and school districts are required to distribute test results 
to parents with the following information:
•  StudeNt aNd SCHooL perForMaNCe (Separated BY 

SuBgroup) aNd wHetHer or Not tHe SCHooL Met aYp 

requIreMeNtS.

•  SCHooL dIStrICt perForMaNCe. 

•  perCeNtage oF StudeNtS Not teSted (Separated BY 

SuBgroup). 

•  teaCHer quaLIFICatIoNS.

2: No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB) Basics
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failure/Sanctions
Schools face different NCLB requirements 
when they fail to make AYP and must offer 
students and parents certain services and 
options depending on their status.

doesn’t make 
aYp for: 

Status NCLB requirements Student-parent 
entitlements

2 years In Need of 
Improvement

School must develop a 2 
year plan explaining how it 
will improve.

School must notify parents.

Child may request to 
transfer to a higher 
performing school within 
the district. 

Lowest achieving students 
from low income families 
requesting transfers 
receive first priority.

3 years In Need of 
Improvement

Same as above Low income students 
are eligible to receive 
Supplementary 
educational Services (SeS, 
e.g. free tutoring).

4 years Identified for 
Corrective 
action

School must replace staff, 
establish new curriculum, 
appoint outside expert to 
help restructure

School must consult and 
send notice to parents 
before any corrective 
action is taken.

Students continue to have 
the right to transfer and 
receive SeS.

5 years Failing school School district may close 
school and reopen it as a 
charter school, permit a 
private entity to operate 
school, or turn the school 
over to the state

School district must 
continue to offer school 
choice and SeS.

parents can voice their 
opinion to the school 
district and state regarding 
the type of restructuring 
preferred for the school.
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now that you have read about the basics, this section 
describes important aspects of NCLB that parents must 

know about in order to make the law work for their children and 
their communities. Throughout this section, we provide specific 
action points that every parent can take to exercise their rights 
under NCLB.

Parental Involvement Policies

Every year the school district must give parents a written copy of 
their parental involvement policy. It is your responsibility as a 
parent to read these policies and ask the school questions 
about information that you do not understand. 

NCLB also requires every school receiving Title I money to 
develop a School-parent Compact. This Compact must:

•  outLINe reSpoNSIBILItIeS For StudeNtS LearNINg at HoMe 

aNd IN SCHooL.

•  deSCrIBe How SCHooLS aNd pareNtS wILL CoMMuNICate.

A school district must set aside funds for parental involvement 
activities, with at least 1 percent of its Title I, Part A funding used 
for these activities if it receives more than $500,000. 

under the law, parents with students in title I schools have 
the right to tell the school how they would like the school 
to spend these funds. 

3: NCLB and  
Connecticut Parents
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CoNtaCt tHe SuperINteNdeNt’S oFFICe for a copy of the 
district’s parental involvement policies. 

tHINK aBout How You IdeaLLY wouLd LIKe to Be INvoLved 
wItH tHe SCHooL aNd Your CHILd’S eduCatIoN. what are 
some ways you and the school can make your ideas happen?

aSK tHe SuperINteNdeNt’S aNd tHe prINCIpaL’S oFFICe tHe 
FoLLowINg queStIoNS: 
1. How do you seek parent advice to improve my child’s school? 
2. How can I provide advice? 
3. what are some challenges with parental involvement? 
4. what types of parental activities do you offer?  
5.  How can I participate? 
6.  How much funding is available for parental activities? How can  
 I receive funding if I want to organize a parental activity? 
7. How do schools utilize title I school-parent compacts?

FILe a CoMpLaINt tHrougH a CoNNeCtICut departMeNt oF 
eduCatIoN grievance procedure if your school or school district 
is not following its parental involvement policies or NCLB parental 
involvement requirements.

what Can Connecticut 
Parents do About 
Parental Involvement 
Policies?
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the Connecticut State Department of Education issues the 
following tests to students in order to comply with NCLB, to 

track school and district progress, and to provide information to 
parents on their child’s performance.1 

•  CoNNeCtICut MaSterY teSt (CMt): EvErY YEAr IN 
MArCH ALL StudENtS IN GrAdES 3–8 tAKE rEAdING, 
MAtH, ANd wrItING tEStS. 

•  CoNNeCtICut aCadeMIC perForMaNCe teSt (Capt): 
IN GrAdE 10, StudENtS tAKE tHE rEAdING, wrItING, 
SCIENCE, ANd MAtH tESt IN MArCH. 

How Should I Review My Child’s Scores?

When reviewing, ask and search for answers to the following 
questions:
•  How dId MY CHILd perForM?

•  wHat are HIS or Her StreNgtHS aNd weaKNeSSeS?

•  wHere doeS MY CHILd FaLL SHort? (SCHooL, dIStrICt, 

State, NatIoNaL)

•  How do tHeSe teSt SCoreS CoMpare wItH MY CHILd’S 

gradeS aNd CurrICuLuM?

•  wHat IS MY CHILd LearNINg IN tHe CLaSSrooM? wHat KINd 

oF HoMeworK doeS He or SHe reCeIve?

How Should I Review School  
And District Report Cards?

Please note that test results are available to the public at the end 
of July. The state posts results on its Connecticut Online Report 
Center: www.ctreports.com. 
•  How dId tHe school do?

•  How dId tHe district do?

•  are tHere aCHIeveMeNt gapS? How Large?

•  How wouLd I LIKe tHe SCHooL to IMprove?

•  wHat wouLd I LIKe to do to IMprove MY CHILd’S SKILLS 

aNd eduCatIoNaL opportuNItIeS?

ConnCAN School  
And District Report Cards

The Connecticut Coalition for Achievement Now or “ConnCAN” 
is a non-profit organization independent from the public school 
system and government agencies. ConnCAN understands that 
parents may have difficulty understanding all the numbers and 
categories on an NCLB report card. Therefore, it creates its own 
report cards to help parents monitor their children’s education. 

4: NCLB testing  
in Connecticut

1 In 2005, the state of Connecticut sued the US Department of Education over the cost of testing under NCLB. The state of 
Connecticut claimed that the federal government has not provided enough money to pay for the assessments that NCLB 
requires of all Connecticut students. The Connecticut branch of the NAACP intervened in this NCLB lawsuit, and the Lawyers’ 
Committee joined the NAACP as one of its co-counsel. The NAACP argues that the state’s costly lawsuit hurts poor and minority 
children by diverting resources that could be used to improve struggling schools away from education. As of April 2007, the 
case is still pending; but the judge has dismissed most of the state’s complaints.
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what Can I do to Help 
My Child Prepare for 
NCLB tests?
aSK Your CHILd’S SCHooL IF tHeY are uSINg INterIM or formative 
assessments throughout the school year to ensure that students are on 
track to score at “goal” or above on the state tests.
 
aSK Your CHILd’S SCHooL For praCtICe exaMS.

aSK Your CHILd’S teaCHer aBout tHe SKILLS and content that will 
be tested.

taKe advaNtage oF IN-SCHooL praCtICe teStS given during the 
months leading up to CMt or Capt.

MaKe Sure Your CHILd uNderStaNdS all test instructions before 
the test.

dISCourage Your CHILd FroM CraMMINg the night before the test.

MaKe Sure Your CHILd HaS a good NIgHt’S SLeep and breakfast.

oFFer Your CHILd LotS oF eNCourageMeNt.

KNow tHe dateS oF tHe teSt, and make sure that your child is in 
school during the testing sessions. do not plan any vacations, doctor or 
dental appointments on test dates.



Page 14 How to Make Sure Your Child Is Not Left Behind

ConnCAN report cards calculate and separate NCLB data into 
four easy-to-understand sections displayed through parent-friend-
ly charts and letter grades:

1. StudeNtS wItHIN goaL raNge: tHe average perCeNtage oF 

StudeNtS MeetINg tHe State goaLS For tHeIr grade LeveL 

aCroSS tHe SuBjeCt area teSted.

2. SuBgroupS wItHIN goaL raNge: tHe average SuBgroup 

perForMaNCe oF tHoSe StudeNtS tradItIoNaLLY 

uNderServed IN CoNNeCtICut, INCLudINg aFrICaN 

aMerICaNS, HISpaNICS aNd Low-INCoMe StudeNtS.

3. gapS BetweeN SuBgroupS: INCLudINg BetweeN  

1. LOw-INCOME ANd HIGHEr-INCOME StudENtS,  

2. AfrICAN AMErICAN ANd wHItE StudENtS, ANd  

3. HISPANIC ANd wHItE StudENtS. 

4. perForMaNCe gaINS: tHe CHaNge IN tHe perCeNtage oF 

StudeNtS wItHIN goaL raNge durINg tHeIr tIMe IN tHe 

SCHooL—SHowINg tHe eFFeCtIveNeSS oF SCHooLS aNd 

dIStrICtS IN IMprovINg StudeNt aCHIeveMeNt.

We suggest reviewing ConnCAN report cards to help you judge 
school and school district performance. ConnCAN report 
cards for every school district and every public elementary, 
middle, and high school in Connecticut are available online at  
www.conncan.org. If you don’t have access to a computer or need 
assistance with understanding ConnCAN report cards, a ConnCAN 
staff member is happy to assist you at 1.877.772.1933 ext.22 or  
info@conncan.org.
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aSK Your CHILd’S SCHooL to uSe INterIM or 
ForMatIve aSSeSSMeNtS to track your child’s 
progress throughout the year.

HeLp Your CHILd prepare For teStS.
CoNtaCt Your prINCIpaL to reCeIve Your 
CHILd’S SCoreS and review scores before the first 
parent-teacher conference.

revIew SCHooL aNd dIStrICt SCoreS.
go oNLINe to www.CoNNCaN.org for parent-
friendly report cards on your child’s school and 
district.

approaCH tHe SCHooL aNd SCHooL dIStrICt in a 
respectful and professional manner with your concerns 
and questions.

what Can Connecticut 
Parents do About  
NCLB testing?
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under NCLB all teachers must be highly qualified. In 
order to be highly qualified under NCLB in Con-

necticut, a teacher must have all three of the following: 

1. a BaCHeLor’S degree.

2. FuLL State CertIFICatIoN or LICeNSure. 

3. teaCHINg SKILLS aNd KNowLedge oN eaCH SuBjeCt 
tHeY teaCH. 

However, new teachers are still considered “highly qualified” on 
a temporary basis if they have one of the following certificates or 
permits: 

•  teMporarY 90-daY CertIFICate.

•  duratIoNaL SHortage area perMIt. 

•  teMporarY autHorIzatIoN For MINor aSSIgNMeNt (teaCH 

part-tIMe).

•  LIMIted exteNded autHorIzatIoN For earLY CHILdHood.

Get To Know Your Child’s Teachers

While NCLB requires teachers pass the standards above, creden-
tials do not guarantee a teacher will be able to relate to your child 
and to aid properly in his or her development. 

Share with your child’s teachers:

•  Your HIgH expeCtatIoNS aNd goaLS For Your CHILd. 

•  Your CHILd’S INtereStS aNd HoBBIeS.

•  Your CHILd’S poSItIve aNd NegatIve CHaraCterIStICS aNd 

HaBItS You oBServe at HoMe.

•  FaMILY BaCKgrouNd aNd aNY HardSHIpS Your CHILd FaCeS.

•  Your CHILd’S attItude toward SCHooL worK aNd CertaIN 

SuBjeCtS.

5: teacher Quality
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atteNd pareNt-teaCHer CoNFereNCeS and other meetings with school 
staff. get to know your children’s teachers and let them get to know you and 
your child. Clearly state your high expectations for your child and your goals 
for the year in their class. 

aSK Your CHILdreN For poSItIve aNd NegatIve tHougHtS aBout 
tHeIr teaCHerS. write down this feedback during the year and bring it to 
the attention of the school principal if you are not satisfied. 

revIew tHe NCLB report CardS to find out if non-qualified teachers are 
teaching in your child’s school. 

aSK Your SCHooL adMINIStratorS tHe FoLLowINg queStIoNS: 
1. what support or training does the school give to teachers to  
 make sure they are highly qualified?  
2. what kind of proactive recruitment efforts are made to attract  
 highly qualified teachers? 
3. How can parents be involved with teacher recruitment? 
4. How are teachers assessed by the principal to ensure they are   
 making progress in meeting the needs of all their students?

CoNtaCt Your SCHooL dIStrICt or State wItH Your CoNCerNS about 
the quality of teaching in your child’s schools.

eNCourage Your CHILd’S SCHooL to SpoNSor dIverSItY trainings for 
parents and staff.

what Can Connecticut 
Parents do About 
teacher Quality?
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once a school has failed to make AYP, it must develop a 
school improvement plan. 

•  FaILINg SCHooLS MuSt ForM SCHooL IMproveMeNt 
CoMMItteeS ANd dIrECtLY INvOLvE ANd SEEK AdvICE 
frOM PArENtS ON HOw tO IMPrOvE tHE SCHOOL, ANd 
tHEY MuSt dO SO At CONvENIENt tIMES fOr PArENtS. 

•  tHe SCHooL MaY provIde MoNeY For 
traNSportatIoN ANd CHILd CArE IN OrdEr fOr 
PArENtS tO AttENd MEEtINGS—ANd PArENtS SHOuLd 
rEQuESt tHE SCHOOL dO SO If It dOES NOt ALrEAdY 
OffEr It.

A plan is only as good as its actions. In order for a plan to come 
to life and accomplish what it is designed to accomplish, parents 

must exercise their rights and make sure the school, district, and 
state follows through on the plan.

Ask your district to consider developing a parent advisory 
Council, if one does not already exist. This council of parents 
can assist the district and school improvement committees in 
evaluating the current policy, oversee the development of a new 
policy, and identify needs at Title I schools that the district should 
address. 

You don’t need to be a lawmaker or work for the school 
system to be involved in school policy making. You are the 
best advocate for your child’s education!

6: School  
Improvement Plans
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taLK to Your SCHooL’S prINCIpaL to find out what 
the school is doing to close the achievement gap between 
different groups of students.

FINd out wHeN tHe SCHooL HoLdS tItLe I and school 
improvement meetings.

FINd out wHat eLSe Your SCHooL IS doINg to 
encourage parent participation. Make it known that you 
want to participate and be informed.

voLuNteer IN Your CHILd’S CLaSSrooM aNd SCHooL. 
 this provides a good opportunity to work with staff and 
observe the operation of the school and classroom.

aSK to See Your SCHooL’S pareNtaL INvoLveMeNt 
pLaN. what do you think? If you have new ideas about 
how the school and district should use its parental 
involvement funds, speak up!

what Can Connecticut 
Parents do About School 
Improvement? 



Page 20 How to Make Sure Your Child Is Not Left Behind

if a school is “in need of improvement” (two years or more 
failing to make AYP), a district must provide parents written 

notification of their right to transfer to a higher-performing school 
in their district. 

the notice must include the following information:

•  tHe reaSoN wHY SCHooL IS IN Need oF IMproveMeNt.

•  areaS IN wHICH tHe SCHooL NeedS to IMprove.

•  wHat tHe SCHooL aNd SCHooL dIStrICtS are doINg 
to addreSS tHe proBLeM.

•  How pareNtS CaN get INvoLved IN tHe SCHooL 
IMproveMeNt pLaN.

•  aN expLaNatIoN oF tHe optIoN to traNSFer to 
aNotHer SCHooL.

•  a LISt oF puBLIC SCHooLS (INCLudINg CHarter 
SCHooLS) a pareNt MaY SeLeCt, aNd tHe aCadeMIC 
aCHIeveMeNt oF eaCH SCHooL.

The district must inform parents of more than one school option 
if more than one is eligible and available to accept transfers as a 
choice option. 

School Choice Options

•  aNotHer puBLIC SCHooL within tHe dIStrICt

•  CHarter aNd MagNet SCHooLS wItHIN tHe dIStrICt IF 

agreed upoN BY tHe dIStrICt aNd tHe CHarter or MagNet 

SCHooL. However, dIStrICtS CaNNot dISregard SeLeCtIoN 

proCeSSeS SuCH aS puBLIC LotterIeS wHeN IdeNtIFYINg 

traNSFer optIoNS For StudeNtS.

•  StudeNtS CaNNot traNSFer to a SCHooL CurreNtLY 

IdeNtIFIed aS “IN Need oF IMproveMeNt” or “perSISteNtLY 

daNgerouS”.

Title I Students 

•  are eLIgIBLe For puBLIC SCHooL CHoICe one year aFter 

tHeIr SCHooL IS IdeNtIFIed aS “IN Need oF IMproveMeNt.”

•  tHe SCHooL dIStrICt MuSt paY traNSportatIoN CoStS For 

tItLe I StudeNtS traNSFerrINg to aNotHer SCHooL.

•  IF tHe dIStrICt aNtICIpateS It wILL Not Have eNougH 

FuNdS to traNSport aLL eLIgIBLe StudeNtS, It MuSt gIve 

tHe LoweSt-aCHIevINg, Low-INCoMe StudeNtS prIorItY 

regardINg traNSportatIoN to tHeIr SCHooL oF CHoICe. 

In Connecticut and nationwide, not many parents know about 
the right to transfer their child to a better school. School districts 
often do not do a good job of informing parents about the trans-
fer option because the district does not want to use its funds to 
provide transportation for transferring students. therefore, as a 
parent, you may need to insist the school provide informa-
tion and assistance with transferring.

7: School Choice— 
right to transfer
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the parent should:

requeSt wrItteN reaSoNS wHY the district cannot offer school 
choice.

requeSt tHe SCHooL dIStrICt IMMedIateLY provide a list of 
public and private tutoring (SeS) providers.

requeSt tHe SCHooL dIStrICt do tHe FoLLowINg: 
1. explore the potential for creating a “school within a school” in  
 which eligible students could participate in different learning 
 activities of their choice. 
2. establish agreement with other districts in the area to accept 
 transferring students.

See parent letter template (Appendix A) on how to request a transfer.

what If A School tells Me 
there Is No room for 
My Child to transfer Or 
there Are No Schools 
Available? 
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under NCLB, states must offer free tutoring services to 
students in failing schools. These services are designed 

to help students get back on track toward high achievement. 

Parent Notification 

School districts must annually send written letters notifying 
parents about the availability of supplemental educational  
services.

Your child is eligible if: 

•  He or SHe IS eLIgIBLe For Free or reduCed-prICe LuNCH.

•  He or SHe atteNdS a title i SCHooL tHat FaILed to MaKe 

aYp two years in a row.

•  He or SHe atteNdS aNY puBLIC SCHooL tHat FaILed to 

MaKe aYp three years in a row.

•  tHere IS No rooM IN aNotHer SCHooL to traNSFer.

SES Notifications Must:

•  deSCrIBe proCedureS aNd tIMeLINeS pareNtS MuSt FoLLow 

IN SeLeCtINg a tutorINg ServICe. 

•  INCLude aNY deadLINeS For SIgNINg up For SeS. 

•  IdeNtIFY eaCH approved ServICe provIderS wItHIN tHe 

dIStrICt. 

•  deSCrIBe ServICeS, quaLIFICatIoNS, aNd SuCCeSS oF eaCH 

provIder IN BooStINg StudeNt aCHIeveMeNt.

•  INCLude INForMatIoN oN How tHe dIStrICt wILL Set 

prIorItIeS IF It aNtICIpateS tHat FuNdS wILL Not Be 

avaILaBLe to provIde SeS to aLL eLIgIBLe StudeNtS. 

(I.e. Low-INCoMe, Low-prIorItY StudeNtS FIrSt to eNroLL 

IN SeS). 

8: Supplemental  
Educational Services (SES)

three Simple Steps for  
SES Success:

1. CaLL Your CHILd’S SCHooL aNd FINd out IF 

Your CHILd quaLIFIeS (You CaN aLSo aCCeSS 

tHIS INForMatIoN BY CaLLINg CoNNCaN’S 

Free pareNt-FrIeNdLY SeS HotLINe at 

1.877.772.1933 ext.22).

2. pICK tHe tutorINg provIder BeSt SuIted to 

Your CHILd’S NeedS.

3. MaKe Sure Your CHILd atteNdS aLL 

SeSSIoNS aNd LooK For progreSS IN tHeIr 

SCHooL worK. 
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FINd out IF Your CHILd IS eLIgIBLe For SeS, and enroll before the 
deadline!

aSK SCHooL dIStrICt oFFICIaLS aNd provIderS tHe FoLLowINg 
queStIoNS when deciding which tutoring program is best for your child: 
• when and where will the tutoring take place (at school, 
  community center)? 
• How often and for how many hours in total will my child be  
 tutored? 
• what programs, by grade levels and subject areas, are available  
 for my child? 
• what type of instruction will the tutor use  
 (small group, one-on-one, or the computer)? 
• what are the tutor’s qualifications? 
• Can the tutor help if your child has disabilities or is learning english? 
• Is transportation available to and from where the tutoring will take place?

aSK Your SCHooL dIStrICt aBout How It FuNdS SCHooL CHoICe aNd 
SeS, or request that it spend more to meet the needs of all students eligible 
for choice or SeS.

CoNtaCt tHe CoNNeCtICut State departMeNt oF eduCatIoN if you 
have not received proper notification about SeS services.

See letter template (Appendix B) on how to request SES.

what Can Connecticut 
Parents do About SES?
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9: Parent Information  
resource Centers

under NCLB, the US Department of Education has the 
ability to provide grants to non-profit organizations 

that work with Title I parents, teachers, and school administrators 
seeking to establish resource centers to provide training, informa-
tion, and support to parents, organizations, schools, and individu-
als. These centers are primarily designed to provide guidance to 
parents on how they can support their child’s learning both at 
school and at home. 

the State Education 
resource Center, or SErC, 
is a Connecticut Parent 
Information and resource 
Center (PIrC), connecting 
families, communities and 
educators so they can 
work together to improve 
outcomes for children. 

Parents should utilize 
this center as a source 
of information and 
guidance for how to work 
with schools and create 
strong home-learning 
environments. 

Contact: SErC at 
1.800.445.2722

www.ctserc.org

http://www.ctserc.org/
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what Can Connecticut 
Parents do About PIrCs?
aSK For INForMatIoN aNd aSSIStaNCe FroM pIrCS 
 regarding NCLB and your child’s education—search 
pIrC websites and contact pIrC staff.

aSK pIrCS For advICe oN How to INCreaSe and 
coordinate parental involvement activities within your 
school and district.

CoNSIder orgaNIzINg pareNt groupS or 
organizations to apply for a grant to create your own 
pIrC. For more information on pIrC grants, go to the 
uS department of education website at  
www.ed.gov.
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10: NCLB and Students 
with disabilities

under NCLB, students with disabilities cannot be 
excluded from educational accountability. Most 

students with disabilities must participate in the same tests taken 
by their peers. Under NCLB, schools must test all students at their 
assigned grade level regardless of disability. 

Accommodations For Students With 
Disabilities Under NCLB

Some students with disabilities may receive accommodations, 
determined by the Planning and Placement Team or “PPT,” to 
ensure that their unique needs are taken into account as they are 
tested. 

•  tHe ppt SHouLd BaSe aCCoMModatIoNS oN tHe StudeNt’S 

individual NeedS aNd aCCoMModatIoNS. 

•  SCHooLS may not deveLop a predeterMINed LISt oF 

aCCoMModatIoNS For StudeNtS wItH CertaIN LearNINg 

dISaBILItIeS. 

•  ppt teaMS must not exCuSe StudeNtS FroM partICIpatINg 

IN NCLB teStINg.

Some students have very severe disabilities. Under NCLB, the 
state allows these students, and ONLY these students, to take a 
different assessment to measure and meet goals appropriate for 
their special learning abilities. 

verY Severe dISaBILItIeS 4� SpeCIaL aSSeSSMeNtS/goaLS

Other Rights For Students With 
Disabilities Under NCLB:

•  aNY SCHooL CHoICe optIoN MuSt provIde Free 

approprIate eduCatIoN (Fape).

•  SuppLeMeNtaL eduCatIoN ServICeS (SeS) For CHILdreN 

wItH dISaBILItIeS MuSt FoLLow a CHILd’S INdIvIduaLIzed 

eduCatIoN prograM (Iep), uNLeSS tHe pareNt gIveS 

perMISSIoN otHerwISe. IF No provIderS are avaILaBLe to 

provIde SeS to StudeNtS wItH dISaBILItIeS, tHe dIStrICt 

MuSt FINd otHer waYS to provIde tHoSe ServICeS. 

•  IF a SpeCIaL eduCatIoN teaCHer IS provIdINg INStruCtIoN 

IN oNe or More aCadeMIC SuBjeCtS, He or SHe MuSt Meet 

“HIgHLY quaLIFIed” CrIterIa.

 

why is this required?

•  aLL StudeNtS wItHIN a grade taKe tHe 

SaMe NCLB teSt to eNSure tHeY reCeIve a 

HIgH-quaLItY CurrICuLuM ratHer tHaN a 

watered-dowN CurrICuLuM wItH LIMIted 

expeCtatIoNS aNd SKILL BuILdINg. 

•  IF StudeNtS wItH dISaBILItIeS are FaILINg 

NCLB teStS, tHIS ServeS aS a SIgN to 

pareNtS aNd SCHooLS tHat tHeSe CHILdreN 

Need extra HeLp aNd LearNINg aCtIvItIeS 

to reaCH State StaNdardS.
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what Can Connecticut 
Parents Of disabled 
Students do?
FINd out IF Your CHILd reCeIveS tHe SaMe CurrICuLuM 
aS StudeNtS wItHout dISaBILItIeS.  
ask your child’s school: 
• does my child’s Iep include instruction at  
 grade-level content? 
•  does my child receive accommodations to learn  
 grade-level content?

uSe NCLB teSt reSuLtS to determine in which areas your 
child needs help.

FINd out if your child’s teachers or instructional aides are 
“highly qualified.”

partICIpate IN ppt MeetINgS to determine your child’s 
accommodations during NCLB testing.

aSK tHe SCHooL, pIrCS, aNd otHer orgaNIzatIoNS 
for information about special education rights for disabled 
children granted under Idea and Section 504.
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11: English Language 
Learner (ELL)  

Students and NCLB
eLL students are individuals age 3–21 in public schools, 

who fall under one of the following categories: 

•  waS Not BorN IN tHe uNIted StateS ANd SPEAKS A 
LANGuAGE OtHEr tHAN ENGLISH; 

•  IS a NatIve aMerICaN, aLaSKa NatIve, or NatIve 
reSIdeNt oF outLYINg areaS ANd COMES frOM AN 
ENvIrONMENt wHErE A LANGuAGE OtHEr tHAN ENGLISH 
HAS HAd A SIGNIfICANt IMPACt IN tHE INdIvIduAL’S LEvEL 
Of ENGLISH LANGuAGE; Or 

•  doeS Not LIve perMaNeNtLY IN oNe pLaCe, SPEAKS A 
NAtIvE LANGuAGE OtHEr tHAN ENGLISH, ANd SPEAKS A 
dIffErENt LANGuAGE At HOME.

Title III

Title III is a part of NCLB that provides federal funding to schools 
to create special programs to assist ELL students and parents. 

Parental Notification

Schools using Title III funding must inform parents of eLL stu-
dents if their child has been placed in an english language 
instruction program offered by the school district. This notifi-
cation must include information about the following:

•  tHe CHILd’S LeveL oF eNgLISH proFICIeNCY, INCLudINg How 

tHe LeveL waS deterMINed aNd How weLL tHe CHILd IS 

doINg aCadeMICaLLY. 

•  tHe MetHod oF teaCHINg eNgLISH LaNguage INStruCtIoN 

prograM wILL uSe, aS weLL aS optIoNS For otHer pro-

graMS BeSIdeS tHe oNe tHe StudeNt HaS BeeN pLaCed IN. 

•  How tHe prograM wILL Meet tHe CHILd’S eduCatIoNaL 

StreNgtHS aNd NeedS. 

•  tHe requIreMeNtS tHe CHILd MuSt Meet to Leave tHe 

prograM.

Accountability

NCLB seeks to measure how well schools and language-learn-
ing programs help students reach English proficiency, develop 
important learning skills, and meet the same academic achieve-
ment standards as non-ELL students.

•  aLL eLL StudeNtS MuSt partICIpate IN CMt aNd Capt.

•  eLL StudeNtS MaY taKe tHe aSSeSSMeNt IN tHeIr NatIve 

LaNguage For tHeIr FIrSt tHree YearS IN uS SCHooLS.

•  eLL teStS MuSt eSSeNtIaLLY Be tHe SaMe aS tHe teSt aLL 

tHe otHer StudeNtS taKe. 

•  after three years of attending school in the 
u.s., a student must be assessed in english. 

School districts must:

•  eStaBLISH a pLaN For How tHeY wILL IMprove eLL 

StudeNt’S eNgLISH SpeaKINg, readINg, wrItINg, aNd 

LISteNINg proFICIeNCY. 

•  teSt StudeNtS eaCH Year to eNSure tHat tHeY are 

MeetINg tHeSe StaNdardS. 

•  MaKe teSt reSuLtS oF eLL aNNuaL aSSeSSMeNtS avaILaBLe 

to tHe puBLIC aNd INdICate IF aN eLL prograM IS 

SuCCeSSFuLLY HeLpINg StudeNt MaKe progreSS.

•  SeLF-evaLuate SCHooLS’ LaNguage-LearNINg prograMS 

everY two YearS to deterMINe wHetHer tHe prograM 

tHeY adopted IS worKINg aNd aCHIevINg ItS INteNded 

reSuLtS.

•  requIre eLL teaCHerS to Be FLueNt IN eNgLISH aNd aNY 

otHer LaNguage uSed For INStruCtIoN. 
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what Can Connecticut 
Parents do for ELL 
Students?
IF You are tHe pareNt oF aN eNgLISH LaNguage LearNer (eLL) StudeNt, talk to 
your school administrators and guidance counselors about eLL programs the school offers. 
More importantly, talk to other parents and eLL students about their impressions of eLL 
programs. 

partICIpate IN SCHooL IMproveMeNt pLaNNINg meetings and offer suggestions on 
what is working and what is not working in the english learner programs.

requeSt Your CHILd’S SCHooL and district to use title III funds to provide eLL parents 
with literacy, outreach, and training programs.

CoNSIder FILINg a grIevaNCe with your school district and/or the Connecticut State 
department of education if: 
• Students are excluded from effective participation in school because of their inability to  
 speak and understand the language of instruction;  
• National origin minority students are inappropriately assigned to special education or 
 low-level classes because of their lack of english skills;  
• programs for students whose english is less than proficient are not designed  
 to teach them english as soon as possible, or if these programs do not provide  
 a high-quality curriculum; 
• the language learning program adopted by your school is not effectively teaching  
 english to eLL students; 
• Your child’s school refuses your request for supplemental services to assist your child or  
 does not provide information about alternatives to a language learning program; 
• the school does not adequately fund its language learning program; 
• the teacher providing the instruction in a language learning program has no training in  
 how to teach english to eLL students; or 
• parents whose english is limited do not receive school notices or other information in a  
 language they can understand. 

reaCH out to eLL pareNtS IN Your CoMMuNItY. Help ensure all children receive the 
best a high quality education regardless of where their parents are from or what language 
they speak.
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12: NCLB and  
School discipline

nCLB includes an unsafe School Choice option, 
which requires schools to permit students to transfer 

to another school if they are: a) victims of a violent crime, or  
b) attending a “persistently dangerous school.”

Victim Of A Violent Criminal Offense 

In Connecticut, a student is considered a victim of a violent crimi-
nal offense if: 

•  He or SHe SuFFerS BodILY INjurY aS a reSuLt oF 

INteNtIoNaL, KNowINg, or reCKLeSS aCtS CoMMItted BY 

aNotHer perSoN;

•  tHe poLICe Have BeeN NotIFIed, aNd a poLICe report HaS 

BeeN taKeN deSCrIBINg tHe INCIdeNt; aNd 

•  tHe FaCtS (wItNeSS teStIMoNY, aNd/or otHer evIdeNCe) 

CoNtaINed IN tHe poLICe report prove tHat a CrIMe 

oCCurred. 

Persistently Dangerous School

In Connecticut, a persistently dangerous school is any school that 
for three years in a row has had at least two of the following 
three conditions: 

1. two or More guN-Free SCHooLS vIoLatIoNS (poSSeSSIoN 

oF a FIrearM or expLoSIve devICe tHat reSuLted IN 

expuLSIoN FroM SCHooL); 

2. “otHer weapoN” INCIdeNtS reSuLtINg IN oNe expuLSIoN 

per 200 StudeNtS—MINIMuM oF tHree SuCH INCIdeNtS (IF 

a SCHooL HaS 600 StudeNtS aNd Four StudeNtS were 

expeLLed For HavINg SoMe tYpe oF weapoN, tHeN tHe 

SCHooL wouLd Have oNe oF tHe CoNdItIoNS to quaLIFY aS 

“perSISteNtLY daNgerouS”); 

3. oNe vIoLeNt CrIMINaL oFFeNSe reSuLtINg IN oNe expuLSIoN 

per 200 StudeNtS—MINIMuM oF tHree SuCH INCIdeNtS 

(IF a SCHooL HaS 600 StudeNtS aNd Four StudeNtS 

were expeLLed For a vIoLeNt CrIMINaL oFFeNSe, tHeN 

tHe SCHooL wouLd Be HaLFwaY to BeINg CoNSIdered 

“perSISteNtLY daNgerouS”). 

Notification 

If the state determines a school is persistently dangerous based 
on incidents listed above, then the school district superinten-
dent and principal must develop a plan that includes the specific 
types of programs, professional development, procedures and/or 
equipment it will use to create a positive school climate. 

If you do not already know whether or not your school 
is persistently dangerous, find out right away by asking 
school administrators. 



NCLB includes an unsafe 
School Choice Option,  

which requires schools to 
permit students to transfer 

to another school if they are:  
a) victims of a violent 

crime, or b) attending a 
“persistently dangerous 

school.”
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what tools do Parents 
Have to Close 
the discipline Gap? 
StudeNt Code oF CoNduCt 
• all schools in Connecticut are required to maintain a Code of Conduct for students. 
• the code outlines unacceptable types of behavior and the punishment for engaging  
 in those behaviors. 
How to Use the Code 
• Know the rules!  
• Identify rules that are unclear.  
• Be aware of deadlines and limitations. 
• reach out to others and find out their experiences with certain codes and rules.

due proCeSS IS a proCedure IN BotH uS aNd CoNNeCtICut LawS tHat 
preveNtS tHe State FroM taKINg awaY a perSoN’S rIgHtS, such as a right to 
education, without the opportunity to be heard. two major elements of due process in 
education are:  
NOTICE: the school must inform the parent in writing of: 
• the rule violated. 
• the facts, or incident that happened, giving rise to violation of school rules. 
HEARING: the school must provide a time and place for parents and students to: 
• tell his or her side of the story. 
• ask questions of witnesses. 
• receive a fair decision by unbiased persons.

awareNeSS aNd partICIpatIoN are KeYS to avoIdINg dISCIpLINarY ISSueS, or at 
least to being prepared to confront issues. parents should: 
• Make an effort to learn as much as possible about the disciplinary rules in their  
 child’s school district.  
• Help your child avoid behaviors and situations in which these rules may apply. 
• Be aware of rules that might be applied disproportionately to minorities. 
• participate actively with teachers, school administrators, community groups, and  
 the school board in raising awareness regarding the possibility of discriminatory  
 enforcement of disciplinary codes.
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INvoLveMeNt IN SCHooL IMproveMeNt aNd StudeNt ServICeS pLaNS. Schools 
generally use the following programs and services to help students avoid discipline 
problems and to cope with personal issues that may cause discipline problems. 
ask your school district about such programs. during school improvement, pta, or 
school board meetings, suggest the school and district invest more into these types of 
programs to improve school safety and to close discipline and achievement gaps.  
 
1. alternative education programs: educational programs that serve students who are  
 more likely to succeed in a non-traditional setting or who have been excluded  
 from the regular classroom due to disciplinary reasons.  
 Caution: Make sure these types of programs are not a means of segregating students by race.  
 Alternative education programs should offer the same high-quality curriculum as a regular  
 classroom setting. 
2. Counseling: assistance from professionals to help students overcome emotional and  
 social problems that can interfere with learning. 
3. School Climate Management: Consistent management style through a code of  
 expected behavior, a code of disciplinary responses, a code of ethics for teachers, as  
 well as other school climate factors that aid in the success of children. 
4. School Counseling and guidance Services: guidance program planning including  
 individual and group counseling, parent-teacher conferences and consultation, and  
 career and educational guidance. 
5. School Health Services:  
 a. School psychological Services: psychological counseling, behavioral  
 observations and analysis, and consultation with student support teams.  
 b. School Social work: Networking of appropriate home, school, and community  
 services address identified student problems. 
6.  diversity trainings: Informational sessions that help both students and teachers  
 learn to relate to and communicate with individuals of different ages, races, sexes,  
 and ethnic backgrounds.
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Stay composed and respectful: 
Present evidence from test scores 
in an informed and professional 
manner. Approach school 
administrators and teachers 
by making appointments and 
attending school meetings. they 
are more likely to treat you with 
respect and listen to what you 
have to say than they are if you go 
huffing-and-puffing into their office.

join the school improvement 
committee: voice your opinion 
about changes you would like the 
school to make in order to improve 
student achievement. Participate 
in decisions about what type of 
changes to make and how the 
school should spend its funding 
toward improvement. Parents 
generally are not experts on 
education, but they do know what 
is good for their children. don’t 
hesitate to share your thoughts 
and needs with the school.

Monitor your child’s school 
work: Look to see what kind of 
homework your child receives. 
Ask your child what he or she is 
learning in the classroom. try and 
determine whether or not your 
child is learning everything that 
is expected for his or her grade 
level. Contact the Connecticut 
State department of Education for 
a list of all of its standards/goals 
for each grade level.

13: Get Active!

Build parent communities and 
coalitions: find other parents who 
have similar concerns about test 
results and student achievement. 
People usually have more force 
in greater numbers. Attend 
school board meetings and as a 
group voice concern. this way, 
the school may be less likely to 
view your concern as a problem 
that only relates to your child 
and parenting and more willing 
to accept it as a school-wide 
problem.

So you’ve seen the information; what now?
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How to 
Communicate with 
School districts:

•  put aLL CoMpLaINtS aNd IdeaS IN wrItINg.

•  Keep good reCordS.

•  Set up appoINtMeNtS wItH teaCHerS aNd 

SCHooL adMINIStratorS.

•  taKe SoMeoNe wItH You  

(SpouSe, FrIeNd, advoCate).

•  Keep up-to-date oN Your CHILd’S 

aSSIgNMeNtS aNd progreSS.

•  StaY CaLM aNd INForMed.

•  Never Forget wHat You are worKINg For: 

Your CHILd’S Future.

visit high-achieving schools 
to compare: ConnCAN report 
cards show you which schools 
have high levels of student 
achievement. find out about 
curriculum and student learning 
activities at these schools. 
Ask schools what they do to 
ensure high levels of student 
achievement. Inform your own 
school about the information 
you learned on your visits. You 
may have to venture outside of 
your school district to find high-
achieving schools.

Bring concerns to student 
teacher conferences: discuss 
your child’s strengths and 
weaknesses to discuss what can 
be done to help improve your 
child’s learning of important skills.

Bring concerns and ideas to 
pta and school meetings: talk 
to other parents and school staff 
about achievement gaps and 
other issues within the school 
and discuss what can be done to 
improve achievement.

go shopping for a new school 
and educational services: If your 
child’s school failed to make 
AYP two years in a row, consider 
transferring your child to a higher-
performing school within the 
district, or ask the school about 
tutoring providers.

Become an informed voter: think 
about student achievement when 
deciding who to elect to your 
school board. Who will address 
this issue? Who will be willing to 
work with diverse parents? Also, 
listen to what candidates running 
for other government offices 
have to say about education 
and student achievement. Make 
appointments with your local, 
state, and national representa-
tives’ offices, and use score 
reports to present evidence of 
achievement gaps within your 
child’s school and district.

understand school report 
cards—seek help if needed: Ask 
school staff for assistance with 
understanding the results of state 
achievement tests. Also, visit www.
conncan.org or call 1.877.772.1933 
ext.22 for information on the 
ConnCAN report cards for 
Connecticut schools. 
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no Child Left Behind (NCLB) is a law that aims to hold 
state departments of education and school districts re-

ceiving federal tax dollars accountable for student performance 
and progress toward the goals of quality public education for all 
students. 

While the education of your child is the responsibility of your 
school district, state, or federal government, it is your responsibil-
ity to ensure they are meeting their obligations to your child. In 
this guidebook we have outlined NCLB tools and choices for all 
parents to advocate for quality educational opportunities for their 
children. 

All Connecticut school districts receiving Title I funds are re-
quired to submit parental involvement policies to the State De-
partment of Education. However, a parental involvement policy is 
just words on paper unless parents push for meaningful involve-
ment with schools and districts to enhance student learning and 
development. This means parents ought to:

•  uSe NCLB data to IdeNtIFY StreNgtHS aNd 
weaKNeSSeS. 

•  advoCate For SCHooL poLICIeS tHat eNSure everY 
CLaSSrooM HaS a HIgHLY quaLIFIed teaCHer aNd 
tHat aLL SCHooLS get tHe Support tHeY Need to 
reaCH grade-LeveL goaLS. 

•  MoNItor tHe uSe oF dISCIpLINe IN Your CHILd’S 
SCHooL to eNSure It IS FaIr aNd equItaBLe aNd uSed 
to advaNCe, Not HINder, Your CHILd’S eduCatIoN. 

These workshops and guidebooks are a first step for Connecticut 
parents. Our organizations, other Connecticut advocacy groups, 
your school district, and the Connecticut State Department of Ed-
ucation are available to guide your advocacy and participation. 
Please utilize our websites and other supplementary materials for 
additional information. 

Thank you for your attention to these important matters, and we 
wish you the best of luck!

Connecticut Appleseed
Connecticut Coalition for Achievement Now (ConnCAN)

The Connecticut State Conference of the NAACP
The Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law

This guide was independently produced and published by Con-
necticut Appleseed, Connecticut Coalition for Achievement Now 
(ConnCAN), the Connecticut State Conference of the NAACP, 
and the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law. The 
statements and representations made in this guide are not offi-
cial statements from the United States Department of Education 
or the Connecticut State Department of Education. Questions 
regarding specific Connecticut state education policies should 
be directed towards the Connecticut State Department of Educa-
tion.

Conclusion
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Common terms Every 
Parent Should Know

you will find these terms in bold throughout the guide-
book. As you read, please refer back to this list for your 

reference. 

aCCoMModatIoNS: changes in testing materials or proce-
dures to ensure a standardized test measures the individual 
student’s current knowledge and skills rather than the student’s 
disability.

aCCouNtaBILItY: the way public schools assure the public 
that students are progressing as they should. Each state sets 
academic standards for what every child should know and 
learn. Every year standardized tests measure academic achieve-
ment for every child. the results of these annual tests are 
reported to the public and available for all parents.

aCHIeveMeNt gap: differences in academic performance 
among groups often identified by race, ethnicity, and income 
level. In the united States, white students tend to outperform 
children of color, and wealthier students often perform better 
than low-income students.

adequate YearLY progreSS (aYp): the minimum perfor-
mance level schools and school districts must achieve each year 
to meet state reading and math goals. A school district’s report 
card informs parents whether or not a school has made AYP. 

aLIgNMeNt: the process of making standards, classroom 
curricula, and testing consistent so that students reach state 
standards.

BeNCHMarK: A specific level of student achievement expected 
of students at particular ages, grades, or developmental levels. 
Benchmarks are often represented by samples of student work. 
A set of benchmarks can be used as checkpoints to monitor 
progress in meeting performance goals within and across grade 
levels. 

CHarter SCHooLS: Charter schools are independent 
public schools designed and governed by educators, parents, 
community leaders, educational entrepreneurs, and others. 
the schools operate outside of the traditional system of public 
schools. they are sponsored by designated local or state educa-
tional organizations, which monitor their quality and effective-
ness.

CorreCtIve aCtIoN: when a school or school district 
does not make AYP, the state will place it under a corrective 
action plan. the plan will include public resources to improve 
teaching, administration or curricula. If a school does not 
achieve AYP for four years in a row, it must change its staffing 
and/or apply a new curriculum, appoint an outside expert to 
advise the school, or extend the school year or school day. If 
failure continues, then the state can increase its authority to 
make any necessary, additional changes to ensure improve-
ment, such as changing the principal and administrators.

CurrICuLuM: School subjects such as reading, language 
arts, and math. this includes all of the skill-building material a 
student learns in the classroom and through homework. 
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dISaggregated data: “data” are information or results of 
a test. to “disaggregate” means to separate a whole into its 
parts. In education, this term means that test results are sorted 
by groups of students who are economically disadvantaged, 
are from racial and ethnic subgroups, have disabilities, or 
have limited English fluency. this practice allows parents and 
teachers to see more than just the average performance score 
for a school. Instead, parents and teachers can see how each 
student group is performing compared to others.

eLeMeNtarY aNd SeCoNdarY eduCatIoN aCt (eSea): 
Also known as “title I”, this is the principal federal law affecting 
K–12 education for low-income students, and NCLB is directly 
related to ESEA. under this act, government funds must be 
used for educators’ professional development, instructional 
materials, resources to support educational programs, and 
parental involvement in title I schools. 

eNgLISH LaNguage LearNer (eLL): An English Language 
Learner is a student for whom English is a second language and 
who is below standard levels in reading and writing English. An 
ELL student is also known as a Limited English Proficient (LEP) 
student. 

HIgHLY quaLIFIed teaCHer (Hqt): refers to a teacher who 
proves that he or she has knowledge about the subjects he or she 
teaches, has a college degree, and is state-certified. No Child Left 
Behind requires that a “Highly Qualified teacher” teach your child 
in core academic subjects, such as reading, math, and science. 

HIgH-quaLItY CurrICuLuM: School materials and learning 
activities that build the skills students need to advance to 
college and professional careers. this includes teaching 
students how to think creatively, examine situations and 
problems, and exercise sound judgment.

“IN Need oF IMproveMeNt”: refers to schools receiving title 
I funds that have not met state reading and math goals (AYP) for 
at least two years. If your child’s school is labeled a “school in 
need of improvement,” it should receive extra help to increase 
student achievement. In addition, your child has the option to 
transfer to another public school, including a public charter 
school, and your child may be eligible to receive free tutoring 

and extra help with schoolwork.

LoCaL eduCatIoN ageNCY (Lea): A public board of 
education or other public authority within a state that 
maintains administrative control of public elementary or 
secondary schools in a city, county, township, school district, 
or other political subdivision of a state. 

pareNt: a person who is legally responsible for the child’s 
welfare and oversees matters regarding the child’s education. 
Although a person must be a legal guardian of a child to 
exercise certain legal rights under NCLB and school policies, 
a mentor, sibling, neighbor, or an extended family member 
(such as a grandmother or uncle) can nonetheless be actively 
involved in a child’s education and development similarly to a 
parent. 

pareNtaL INvoLveMeNt: Participation of parents in regular, 
two-way, meaningful communication involving a student’s 
academic learning and other school activities. “Involvement” 
includes ensuring that parents play an integral role in assisting 
their child’s learning. Schools must encourage parents to be 
actively involved in their children’s education as well as to par-
ticipate on school advisory committees to improve education 
and student learning.

pareNt/SCHooL CoMpaCt: A written agreement of shared 
responsibility between a title I school and each individual title 
I parent. this compact defines the goals and expectations of 
title I schools and parents as partners in the effort to improve 
student achievement. 

partICIpatIoN rate: Percentage of students in a school or 
district taking a state assessment/test. 

perSISteNtLY daNgerouS SCHooLS: refers to schools 
where a certain number or violent acts or weapons violations 
occurred over the course of a year. under NCLB, if a school 
is defined as “persistently dangerous,” parents must have the 
option to transfer their child to attend a school that does not 
qualify as persistently dangerous. 

proFICIeNCY: Proficiency is the ability to perform at grade 
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level. If a student is proficient, he or she has proven to have 
thinking skills necessary to be a productive member of society. 
the state of Connecticut sets standards that determine what 
makes a child proficient. 

reStruCturINg: If a school does not achieve AYP for four 
years in a row, the school district must reorganize the school by 
either re-opening the school as a charter school, replacing the 
school principal and staff members, contracting with a private 
company to take over the school, having the state take over the 
school, or some other method. this restructuring must begin no 
later than the first day of the fifth year of failing to make AYP. 

SCHooL CHoICe: Students in a school that has not achieved 
AYP for at least two years in a row have the option to attend a 
different school in the same school system that has achieved 
AYP. the school district must provide transportation to another 
school if the sending school is title I. 

SCHooL IMproveMeNt pLaN: Each school failing to meet 
AYP must create written strategies for improving student 
performance, taking into account the annual performance 
goals for the school set by the State Board of Education, how 
and when improvements will be put in place, the use of state 
funds, requests for waivers, etc. the local school board must 
approve each school improvement plan in place for no more 
than a three-year period. the plans may be changed as often as 
necessary or appropriate.

StaNdardS: States generally set two types of standards for 
students. Content standards are the information, ideas, and 
facts students are supposed to learn in a particular grade. Per-
formance standards represent what a student is supposed to be 
able to accomplish by the end of a particular grade.

StaNdardIzed teStINg: tests taken and scored in the same 
manner for all students. there are two types of standardized 
tests: norm-referenced tests, which compares and ranks test 
takers to their peers; and criterion-referenced tests, which 
compare test-takers to a certain high-level standard.

State aSSeSSMeNtS: tests developed by a state that students 
take every year in grades 3–8 take every year and that high 
school students take at least once. States use these tests to 

compare schools to each other and to know which ones need 
extra help to improve. 

State eduCatIoN ageNCY (Sea): Primarily responsible for 
the supervision of a state’s public schools. the Connecticut 
State Board of Education makes and approves decisions on 
education in Connecticut and the Connecticut State department 
of Education carries out those decisions as well as decisions 
made by lawmakers.

SuBgroup: Smaller groups of students separated (disag-
gregated) from the whole group present in a school or school 
system. the eight student subgroups specified by the NCLB law 
are 1) Native American/Alaskan Native, 2) Asian/Pacific Islander, 
3) Black, 4) white, 5) Hispanic, 6) limited English proficiency, 5) 
economically disadvantaged, and 6) students with disabilities. 
Each subgroup must consist of 40 or more students in order to 
be considered a subgroup.

SuppLeMeNtaL eduCatIoNaL ServICeS (SeS): tutoring 
and extra help with schoolwork for students attending schools 
failing AYP who are on free or reduced priced lunch. SES is 
provided free of charge for parents and takes place after school, 
on weekends, or during the summer. 

tItLe I: A set of government programs to improve the learning 
of children from low-income families. the u.S. department 
of Education provides title I funds to states to give to school 
districts based on the number of children from low-income 
families in each district, generally with a large number of 
students eligible for the free lunch program. All title I schools 
must comply with the No Child Left Behind Act and are 
supposed to involve parents in deciding how these funds are 
spent and in reviewing progress. 

tItLe III: federal funding for schools to create special programs 
to assist “Limited English Proficiency” students and parents 
with learning as well as to provide funding to improve training 
for teachers of ELL students. Schools receiving title III funding 
must comply with certain requirements under NCLB.
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Appendix A:  

Sample Parent Letter  
to request School Choice

* fill in your information in the spaces with gold lettering



(Date)

(Name of School District)
(Address of School)

re: request for Student transfer under 20 u.S.C. § 6316

To Whom It May Concern:

I am interested in transferring my child to another school for the (year of following school year, i.e. 
2007–2008) school year. My child is eligible to transfer to another school under 20 U.S.C. § 6316.

Student name:  (name of child)
Grade:   (grade of child)
Current School:  (child’s school)

The following schools in (name of school district) district have been identified as possible options 
for parents interested in participating in transferring their child to another school. I list these 
schools in the order of my preference, the first listed as my top choice.

1.  ____________________________________________________________________________  
2.  ____________________________________________________________________________  
3.  ____________________________________________________________________________  

Thank you very much for your attention and assistance with this matter.

Sincerely,

(sign your name)

(your contact information) 
Name:   ______________________  
Relationship to Student:  ______________________  
Address:   ______________________  
Phone Number:  ______________________  
E-mail:   ______________________



Page 42 How to Make Sure Your Child Is Not Left Behind

 
Appendix B:  

Sample Parent Letter  
to request Supplemental  

Educational Services
* fill in your information in the spaces with gold lettering



(Date)

(Name of School District)
(Address of School)

re: request for Supplementary educational Services under 20 u.S.C. § 6316

To Whom It May Concern:

I am interested in having my child participate in a supplementary education services program 
during the (year of following school year, i.e. 2007–2008) school year. My child is eligible for 
these services under 20 U.S.C. § 6316.

Student name:  (name of child)
Grade:   (grade of child)
Current School:  (child’s school)

I list the following providers in the order of my preference, the first listed as my top choice.

1.  ____________________________________________________________________________  
2.  ____________________________________________________________________________  
3.  ____________________________________________________________________________  

Thank you very much for your attention and assistance with this matter.

Sincerely,

(sign your name)

(your contact information) 
Name:   ______________________  
Relationship to Student:  ______________________  
Address:   ______________________  
Phone Number:  ______________________  
E-mail:   ______________________
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www.tutorsforkids.org

http://www2.edtrust.org/edtrust/product+catalog/reports+and+publications.htm
http://www.ed.gov/nclb/landing.jhtml?src=pb
http://www.ericdigests.org/pre-927/legal.htm
http://www.schwablearning.org/pdfs/MakingNCLBwork.pdf?date=8-05-05&status=updated
http://www.publiceducation.org/pdf/NCLB/Action_Briefs/SchoolParent_Compact.pdf
http://www.tutorsforkids.org/


ConneCtiCut Appleseed
www.ctappleseed.org

25 Dudley Road 
Wilton, Connecticut 06897  
203.210.5356

ConneCtiCut CoAlition for AChievement now (ConnCAn)
www.conncan.org

429 Capitol Ave, 2nd Floor 85 Willow Street 
Hartford, Connecticut 06106 New Haven, Connecticut 06511 
860.727.9977 203.772.4017

ConneCtiCut stAte ConferenCe of nAACp BrAnChes 
www.naacpct.org

32 Grand Street 
Hartford, Connecticut 06106 
860.727.9962

lAwyers’ Committee for Civil rights under lAw 
www.lawyerscommittee.org

1401 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 400 
Washington, DC 20005 
202.662.8600

http://www.ctappleseed.org/
http://www.conncan.org/
http://www.naacpct.org
http://www.lawyerscommittee.org


this guidebook is designed to empower 
parents to take control of their children’s 
educational opportunities and to work to 
close Connecticut’s over-sized achievement 
gap. Overall, this guidebook embraces two 
primary goals:

1. to inform parents about their rights  
  under NCLB.

2. to show parents how to use the tools  
  and resources available under NCLB  
  to become effective advocates for their  
  children. 

we hope that Connecticut parents, 
together with their communities, will use 
this guidebook over the course of their 
children’s education to develop the know-
how to achieve significant changes in their 
schools and their children’s futures!
Connecticut Appleseed 
Connecticut Coalition for Achievement Now (ConnCAN) 
Connecticut State Conference of NAACP Branches 
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil rights under Law

Copies of this report are available 
electronically at the following websites:
www.conncan.org
www.ctappleseed.org
www.lawyerscommittee.org

http://www.lawyerscommittee.org
http://www.ctappleseed.org/
http://www.conncan.org/
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